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Now, we can fix the Medicare trust fund.
It doesn’t have anything to do with what
we’ve been talking about here today.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Arthur Flemming, chair, Save Our
Security.

Statement on the Death of Major
Richard J. Meadows
July 29, 1995

I mourn the passing today of Major Rich-
ard J. Meadows, USA (Ret.), whose dedi-
cated and exceptional service is cherished by
everyone who knew of his extraordinary
courage and selfless service.

I recently had asked General Wayne
Downing, the commander-in-chief of the
U.S. Special Operations Command, to
present the Presidential Citizens Medal to
Major Meadows. I am gratified to know that
Major Meadows’ wife, Pamela, his son, Mark,
a U.S. Army captain, and daughter, Michele,
will receive this award tonight at a gathering
of those involved in the Sontay raid at
Hurlburt Field. Although this will now be
a posthumous honor, I am pleased that Major
Meadows knew of this honor before he died.

To Major Meadows’ family and friends and
to the Special Operations community, I ex-
tend my heartfelt condolences. We will all
remember him as a soldier’s soldier and one
of America’s finest unsung heroes.

Remarks to the National Governors’
Association in Burlington, Vermont
July 31, 1995

Thank you very much, Governor Dean.
And thank you for the gift of those proceed-
ings. I discovered two things looking through
that book very quickly, which will be interest-
ing perhaps to some of you. One is that the
first Governors’ conference—one thing I
knew and one I didn’t—the first Governors’
conference was called by President Theodore
Roosevelt to bring all the Governors together
to develop a plan to conserve our Nation’s
resources. It was an environmental Gov-
ernors’ conference.

The second thing was that they really set
the tone of bipartisanship which has endured
through all these years—something I didn’t
know—I saw that the two special guests at
the Governors’ conference were William Jen-
nings Bryan and Andrew Carnegie. So they
were spanning the waterfront even then.

I really look forward to this, but I kind
of got my feelings hurt. I understand Senator
Dole came in here and told you that my cho-
lesterol was higher than his. [Laughter] I
came to Vermont determined to get my cho-
lesterol down with low-fat Ben & Jerry’s
Cherry Garcia. [Laughter] I do want you to
know that my standing heart rate, however—
pulse rate—is much lower than Senator
Dole’s. But that’s really not his fault, I don’t
have to deal with Phil Gramm every day.
[Laughter] I think on matters of health, age,
and political anxiety, we have come to a draw.

I thank you very much for having me here.
I love looking around the table and seeing
old friends and new faces. I thank Governor
Dean for his leadership of the Governors’
conference. And Governor Thompson, I wish
you well, and I thank you for the work that
we have done together over so many years.
I thank all the State officials from Vermont
who came out to the airport to say hello and
the mayor here of Burlington. I know that
your former Governor, Madeleine Kunin, is
here, the Deputy Secretary of Education.
She has done a very great job for us, and
I thank her for that.

I want to talk to you today primarily about
welfare reform. But I’d like to put it in the
context of the other things that we are at-
tempting to do in Washington. I see Senator
Leahy and Congressman Sanders back there;
Senator Jeffords may be here. I think I’m
taking him back to Washington in a couple
of hours.

I ran for President because I was genuinely
concerned about whether our country was
ready for the 21st century, because of the
slow rate of job growth, 20 years of stagnant
incomes, 30 years of social problems. I knew
that we were still better than any other coun-
try in the world at so many things, but we
seemed to be coming apart when, clearly,
we’ve always done better when we went for-
ward together as a nation.
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